
 

 

Tall Timbers’ Position Statement 
Regarding the Proposed Suncoast Connector Toll Road 

 
 

Background ― Earlier this year, the Florida Legislature approved the construction of three toll 
roads that would span more than 300 miles across Florida. One of these roads is the Suncoast 
Connector Toll Road, which is proposed to extend more than 150 miles from Citrus County to 
Jefferson County in the Red Hills. The Red Hills region is one of the most ecologically significant 
areas of the Gulf Coastal Plain. Significant investments in private and public conservation efforts 
have protected over 40 percent (200,000 acres) of the Red Hills landscape. The Red Hills 
contains some of the last remnants of the nation’s longleaf pine forests, numerous imperiled 
species, and critical water resources including the Floridan Aquifer and the watersheds of 
several designated Outstanding Florida Waters that feed into and protect highly productive Big 
Bend coastal waters.  
 
On its path northward, the proposed toll road would pass through the Big Bend counties of Levy, 
Dixie, Taylor, and Jefferson. These working rural communities comprise the core of the longest 
stretch of undeveloped coastline in the continental United States. The Big Bend also includes 
some of the most heavily forested areas in Florida’s “wood basket,” which in turn support the 
health of rivers, creeks, springs, and estuaries, protecting one of the world’s most productive 
commercial and recreational fisheries on the Gulf Coast.  
 
Concerns ― Tall Timbers’ concerns regarding the proposed Suncoast Connector Toll Road 
include: 
 

1. The proposed 150-mile toll road corridor will connect the Red Hills and Big Bend to 
Central Florida, encouraging sprawling development that will fragment or degrade 
private and public conservation lands and critical wildlife habitat. It will also limit the use 
of frequent prescribed fire, which is crucial to sustaining this diverse landscape.  

 
2. The construction of the toll road corridor will affect the flow of freshwater across the 

extent of Florida’s Big Bend, threatening the estuaries that are the lifeblood of Gulf 
fisheries. This proposal comes at the same time that state and federal governments are 
spending billions of dollars to restore the Everglades, which was severely impacted by 
similar manmade alterations of freshwater flows.  

 
3. The proposed Suncoast Connector toll road will be a limited access roadway, which 

would require highway bypasses around existing rural communities potentially including 
Monticello, Perry, Cross City and Chiefland. This would reduce traffic to local businesses 
and negatively affect local economies throughout the US 19 corridor.  
 

4. US Highway 19 spans the entirety of the Big Bend. US 19 is a substantially underutilized 
four-lane arterial roadway. Strategic reinvestment in US 19 could cost-effectively 
improve north-south transportation, enhance community redevelopment, and protect 
sensitive natural resources that would be irreparably damaged by construction of a new 
toll road corridor through the Big Bend. 



 

Approved by the Tall Timbers’ Board of Trustees at their September 17, 2019 meeting. 

 
Tall Timbers Board of Trustees Position Statement ― Tall Timbers opposes the construction of 
the proposed Suncoast Connector Toll Road from Citrus County through Jefferson County for 
the concerns stated above. Tall Timbers strongly supports: 
 

1. Transportation improvements — which could include tolled and non-tolled roadways — 
to address transportation challenges on the US 19 corridor in Citrus County; 

 
2. Analysis of and strategic investment in projects that would improve the movement of 

people and goods in priority areas along the remainder of the underutilized US 19 
corridor in the Big Bend; and 

 
3. Investment in regional and community planning and implementation activities in the US 

19 corridor in the Big Bend to comprehensively identify:  
 

 Communities’ desired future visions; 
 Critical infrastructure and other community development needs; and 
 Opportunities for local and regional natural resource conservation.  
 

The focus of these efforts should be on smart growth that protects the environment, 
enhances local economies, and preserves rural community character throughout the Big 
Bend. 


