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152 Years of Serving the Monticello Community

Did you know? 

2,000 pounds of 
confetti are dropped  
in Times Square on 

New Years. 

Commisioners say “no” to toll road
Lazaro Aleman 

ECB Publishing, Inc. 
  
The Jefferson County Commission has now adopted a resolution 

expressing opposition to the Suncoast Connector toll road and 
requesting that the state not build any portion of the proposed 
highway in Jefferson County.            

The “No Build” resolution that the commission adopted 4-1 on 
Thursday evening, Dec. 17 (Commissioner Gene Hall’s was the 
dissenting vote), marked a departure from more than a year ago, 
when a majority of the board voted down a similar measure.            

The change in attitude resulted in large part from the board’s 
altered composition, as newly elected Commissioner Chris Tuten 
introduced the resolution, which got strong pushback from 
Commissioner Betsy Barfield.            

Barfield, who served as this county’s representative on the 

multimember task force that helped set the guidelines for 
construction of the controversial road, said she didn’t have a problem 
with the resolution per se. But she objected strenuously to portions of 
the document that she said were unnecessarily offensive to the 
Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) and the 
Legislature.            

On which two organizations, she reminded her colleagues, 
Jefferson County relied upon heavily for road improvement funding 
and general appropriations, respectively.            

“I believe that if we’re going to vote for a “No Build” option, that 
should be the only language in the resolution,” Barfield said. “Much 
of this language here is conjecture that we have heard from the 
public.”            

Barfield proposed the removal of several of the resolution’s 
paragraphs, particularly those that alluded to the state and FDOT 

See TOLL ROAD page 3 

Jefferson County distributes 
last of CARES-Act money

Photo Courtesy of Katrina Richardson, Monticello-Jefferson Chamber of Commerce  
      A group of happy business people gathered for a photo outside the chamber in mid December after 
receiving their CARES-Act checks. A few of the 14 businesses that received the funding are pictured 
above. They are C&F Services, Aunt Louise Farm, Crumity Lawn Service, Hair by Casey, Hide A Way, I-
10 Pecan, S’Macks and T&D Barnwell.

Lazaro Aleman 
ECB Publishing, Inc. 

  
Jefferson County befittingly distributed the last 

batch of its CARES-Act funding to a group of local 
businesses and nonprofits/not-for-profits just before 

the Christmas holidays.  
The final distribution of checks on Friday, Dec. 

18, went to seven businesses and two 
nonprofits/not-for-profits, according to Katrina 
Richardson, executive director of the Monticello- 

See CARES page 3 

Monticello man 
arrested on 

drug charges
Lazaro Aleman 

ECB Publishing, Inc. 
  
Deputies from the 

Jefferson County 
Sheriff’s Office (JCSO) 
recently executed a 
search warrant at the 
dwelling of a Monticello 
man, resulting in his 
arrest.  

Arrested at his 
apartment was 43-year-

old Christopher Michael Huggins, who was charged 
with possession of synthetic cannabis with intent to 
sell, possession of a controlled substance with 
intent to sell, possession of a controlled substance, 
and possession of ammunition by a felon.            

According to the JCSO arrest report, the 
deputies executed the warrant at 4:32 a.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 3, and found the narcotics in a 
cabinet under the kitchen counter.            

The report states that the deputies found 59 
individual bags of what field-tested positive for 
synthetic cannabinoids, weighing approximately 
17.7 grams.  Deputies also found 23 individual bags 

See DRUGS page 3 

Congressman proposes 
“You Must Be Alive to Vote Act”
Kathrine Alderman 

ECB Publishing, Inc.  
 
At a meeting of Congress on Wednesday, Dec. 

2, Brian Babin of the House of Representatives 
introduced the "You Must Be Alive To Vote Act of 
2020." 

As much as that title might sound a little silly, 
it's something that actually makes sense to address. 
Even though it might be evident that someone dead 
can't physically vote, what this bill is really 

addressing is voter fraud.  
Sometimes, to commit voter fraud, an 

individual will register to vote under a deceased 
person's name. If they are able to pull the 
registration off, then they are effectively able to 
vote twice, or even more—once for them and once 
for however many deceased individuals they 
registered to vote.  

The reason this bill is being introduced is to 
hopefully eliminate this form of voter fraud by 
requiring every State to "obtain information from 

the Social Security Administration on deaths for the 
purpose of voter registration list maintenance, and 
for other purposes." This means that every State 
will have to check their list of voters against the 
information provided by Social Security on deaths. 
The hope is that this will eliminate all of the 
registered voters who aren't actually alive to vote.  

"The right to vote is one of the most vital pillars 
of our democracy, the foundations of which are 
election integrity and confidence in our democratic  

See ALIVE page 3 

Christopher Michael 
Huggins



DRUGS 
from page 1  
of what field-tested positive for 
a-Pyrrolidinovalerophenone (a-
PVP), described as an illegal 
synthetic stimulant.            

The a-PVP weighed 
approximately 2.3 grams, 
according to the JCSO 
report.            

The search also led to the 
discovery of four prescription 
pills identified as oxycodone/ 
acetaminophen inside a bag in 
Huggins’ left front pant pocket, a 
digital scale and sandwich style 
bags “consistent with the sales of 
narcotics,” and a box of .40 
caliber ammunition with 24 
rounds inside.            

Bond was set at $2,500. 
Huggins was released later on the 
same day.

From Page One
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TOLL ROAD 
from page 1  
as forcing the road on Jefferson County, even 
though it would harm the local economy, result in 
low or temporary wage jobs or a combination of the 
two and cause a decline in the sales of existing 
businesses, among other negatives.  

“I want us to be more gentle in our language 
and more conscious of who our partners are,” 
Barfield said, suggesting that the strong language 
might prompt the state and FDOT to retaliate 
against the county when it came to funding 
requests.            

What’s more, she said, the resolution did not 
reflect the many county residents who supported the 
proposed road.            

Commissioner J. T. Surles disagreed, arguing 
that the resolution had wide citizen support as it 
stood.            

“The way that this board voted the first time 
was not the voice of Jefferson County,” Surles said, 
referring to the similar measure that he proposed 
more than a year ago. “I can produce hundreds of 
emails of people who are against the road, versus 
those people who are for it.”            

Barfield continued to argue for the softening of 
what she saw as the resolution’s harsh tone. The 
FDOT, she said, took communities’ input seriously. 
As it was, the agency was considering three exits in 
Madison County and one in Jefferson County as the 
terminus for the highway. The county had merely to 
convey its “No Build” desire to the FDOT and the 
agency would respond appropriately.            

“I’m asking us to pare down the language and 
simply say “No Build” and the FDOT will take it 
seriously,” she said.           

Tuten offered that he and several citizens had 
already modified the resolution’s language, in effect 
toning it down.            

“This is way better than the original,” he said, 
suggesting that the language may well have been 

more potent initially.            
Local businessman and outspoken Suncoast 

Connector opponent Mike Willis was one of two 
citizens to address the board. The other was B.J. 
Nelson, president of the Aucilla Shores 
Homeowners Association.            

Willis said the resolution needed to be strongly 
worded, as the point was to send a clear message to 
the powers that be in Tallahassee that the informed 
citizens of Jefferson County didn’t want the toll 
road.            

As for offending the legislators, Willis noted 
that State Representative Jason Shoaf had earlier 
that evening expressed his singular opposition to the 
Suncoast Connector.            

“Shoaf is against it, and he’s the one I want to 
try to appease,” Willis said.            

Nelson asked the commissioners to consider if 
anyone of them would want to have the road within 
proximity of their houses.            

“You folks don’t want to see or hear it anymore 
than we do,” she said. “We want the resolution to be 
strong, because we want them to know that we 
don’t want the road in this county. A strong 
resolution will tell them we don’t want the 
road.”            

Barfield wasn’t dissuaded from her opposition 
to the strong language.             

“I support the “No Build” option,” she said. 
“But I think the language is offensive. It doesn’t 
have to have language like this.”            

In the end, however, she voted for the measure, 
if reluctantly.            

The two-page resolution states that Jefferson 
County places great value on its cultural, historical, 
agricultural and archeological resources and the 
roles that these attributes play in sustaining the 
community’s rural lifestyle and heritage.  

It further holds that while the community 
supports economic development and job creation 
that is organically grown, it opposes the “forced 
economic development” that the Suncoast 

Connector would bring.  
Which forced development, the resolution 

holds, would result in low wage and/or temporary 
jobs, would not address the lack of a trained and 
ready workforce and would cause a decline in sales 
and decreased business activity to existing local 
businesses. While at the same time, the resolution 
argues, the road would cause local dollars to be 
spent at national chain businesses, “profiting 
owners and shareholders outside of the 
community.“  

The resolution goes on to recognize the growth 
that the downtown is experiencing as a result of 
private and public investments, business 
development and travelers and local citizens’ 
support.  

It further argues that the Suncoast Connector 
would create a necessity for additional 
infrastructure to move traffic north, in the process 
creating the need for a bypass around the town, 
depriving it of the needed traffic to sustain the 
community.  

Not to mention that the road would create a 
situation that would require the local citizenry to 
pay for the additional infrastructure, law 
enforcement, emergency and other essential 
services that it would necessitate.  

And in the end, the road would create 
undesirable development pressure, including loss of 
agricultural lands and causing changes to the overall 
character of the area, the resolution states.  

Approved by the Florida Legislature in 2019 
and soon after approved by the governor, the 
legislation provided for construction of three 
separate toll roads, officially called Multi-use 
Corridors of Regional Economic Significance (M-
CORES).  

One of the roads, the Suncoast Connector, is 
slated to extend from Citrus County to Jefferson 
County, which the legislation identifies at its 
terminus. The legislation calls for all three roads to 
be constructed by 2030.

CARES 
from page 1  
Jefferson County Chamber of Commerce, where 
the distribution took place.  

All told, as earlier reported by Property 
Appraiser Angela Gray to the Jefferson County 
Commission on Thursday evening, Dec. 17, the 
county distributed $974,692 in CARES-Act 
funding to local businesses and nonprofits/not-for-
profits.  

Gray is a member of the commission-appointed 
committee that oversaw the stimulus money’s 
distribution, in conjunction with the hired 
consultant firm of Government Services Group 
(GSG).  

A breakdown of the total distribution, as Gray 
presented it to commissioners, showed that 83 
businesses and nonprofits/not-for-profits applied 
for the funding, of which 70 qualified.  

Of the 70, Gray said, 50 were long-established 
businesses, which received a combined $839,692; 
nine were newer businesses, which received a total 
of $80,000; and 11 were nonprofits/not-for-profits, 
which received a total of $55,000.  

Additionally, 30 or so individuals were 
approved for, or received, funding for mortgage, 
rental or utility assistance, while others were yet 

being processed. The amount distributed in this 
category as of last week was $88,903.18.  

Gray explained that a key difference between 
the two groups was that, whereas businesses got the 
money directly after signing an affidavit attesting 
that the money would be used in accordance with 
the rules and understanding that they could be 
subject to audits, the individual assistance 
payments went directly to the landlord, mortgage or 
utility company, or whatever other provider.  

Gray informed commissioners that a small 
amount of the CARES-Act funding yet remained in 
reserve, for which money the Jefferson County 
Health Department had submitted a late 
application. 

The Health Department, she said, wanted to use 
the money to purchase a freezer to store the 
coronavirus vaccines that it expected to receive. 
The cost of the freezer was $12,617.  

Given the freezer’s high price tag, 
Commissioner Chris Tuten questioned if it would 
have any use once the pandemic passed. He was 
assured that it would. Also, Gray said, the 
department had no choice, as it had tried in vain to 
rent such a unit or share another organization’s.  

The commission approved the expenditure 
without further discussion.  

Meanwhile, David Johosky, with GSG, assured 

the commission that the county had submitted all 
the necessary documentation to the state in terms of 
the CARES-Act money distribution and was about 
to submit the final paperwork for reimbursement.   

“The checks should be cut within a couple of 
weeks or early in 2021,” he said.    

All told, Jefferson County received about $1.6 
million in CARES-Act funding to help local 
businesses and homeowners adversely impacted by 
the pandemic.  

The money was part of a greater amount that 
Jefferson County was slated to receive as its portion 
of the $1.275 billion that the federal government 
allocated to Florida’s 55 counties with populations 
of less than 50,000 residents for economic 
recovery.  

Some $700,000-plus of Jefferson County’s $1.6 
million went to the community’s emergency first 
responders and schools for costs that these entities 
had incurred directly or indirectly as a result of the 
pandemic.  

The CARES-Act, more formally known as the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security 
Act, was a $2.2 trillion economic stimulus package 
that the federal government enacted in early 2020 
to mitigate some of the economic fallout from the 
COVID-19 pandemic and resulting business 
shutdowns and lost jobs. 

ALIVE 
from page 1  
processes," Babin said in a press 
release on the subject. "The ease with 
which someone is able to steal the 
ballot of a deceased person and cast an 
illegitimate vote should disturb, alarm 
and outrage every American citizen, 
no matter what side of the aisle they 
sit on. To protect our democratic 
process and Americans' faith in our 
elections, we must ensure that 
deceased individuals are not allowed 
to remain on state voter rolls." 

The way they are going about 
trying to enact this bill is by making 
an amendment to the National Voter 
Registration Act of 1993. It will read, 
in short, that the Commissioner of 
Social Security will, at the request of a 
State, enter into an agreement with 
that State to match data in records of 
the Social Security Administration and 
the official list of eligible voters of 
that State, with safeguards to assure 
they maintain the confidentiality of 
any information given.  

It will also add that each State has 
to certify, every calendar year, to the 
Secretary of Education and the 
Secretary of Transportation that the 

State has an agreement with the Social 
Security Administration to share death 
information. If they don't do this, each 
calendar year the State fails to certify 
the Secretaries of Education and 
Transportation may not make any 
Federal funds available to the State, 
any county within the State or any 
resident of the State.  

"My bill will prevent any funds 
from the U.S. Departments of 
Transportation or Education," Babin 
said in the same release, "with the 
exception of those going toward law 
enforcement agency grants, from 
going to counties of any state that do 
not annually check their voter lists 
against the Social Security 
Administration's most recent death 

records in order to purge them of any 
individuals found to be deceased. All 
elected officials, from your local city 
council member to your U.S. 
President, have an obligation to obey 
the law and prevent fraud in our 
elections, and Congress should not be 
awarding taxpayer dollars to any 
counties or states that refuse to do the 
job they swore to do." 

If the bill is enacted, it will take 
effect one year after the date of 
enactment. The most recent action 
regarding the bill was to submit it to 
the Subcommittee on Highways and 
Transit on Thursday, Dec. 3.  As the 
bill was very recently introduced, 
there is no date set for when the House 
or Senate will vote on it.  

Dealines for ECB Publishing, Inc.
Anyone wishing to submit 

articles or advertisements for the 
Friday, Jan. 1, edition of the Jefferson 
County Journal should have them in 
the office by 12 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Dec. 30.  

Our offices will be open from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Dec. 31 and closed 

on New Year’s day.  
Article and advertisement 

submissions for the Wednesday, Jan. 
6 Monticello News should have them 
in our office by Monday, Jan. 4, 2021 
at 12 noon. 

We wish all of you a Happy New 
Year. Please don’t drink and drive!


