Male Bobwhite Summer Call Survey

Summer call count indices for male bobwhite have been extensively used for the last 5 decades
to document population abundance. These surveys have many advantages since they require
minimal training of observers, there is much flexibility in survey timing, they can be effective in
many types of habitats, and they are applicable across the bobwhite range. The male “bob-
white” or “bob, bob white!” call, which is the call being listened for during surveys, is a loud
clear call that is easy to detect, can be heard from 300 to 500 meters away from the survey
point in most conditions, and is hard to confuse with other bird calls. All of these
characteristics make it easy to train observers and have relatively high consistency among
observers’ data. Additionally, male bobwhite actively call for many weeks during the early
portion of the breeding season and typically call for 1 to 3 hours after sunrise, which allows for
much flexibility when implementing the survey and allows for survey repeatability.

General Survey Information:

1. Conduct surveys weekly from the third week in the May until the last week in July (this
can be truncated some but should be run for at least 6 weeks). Historically, summer call
count indices have been conducted during this seasonal period and the goal is to
ascertain the peak in calling activity.

2. Surveys should be conducted between 15 minutes before sunrise until 2 hours and 45
minutes after sunrise. This 3-hour survey window should adequately encompass the
daily calling peak, which Hansen and Guthery (2001) observed to be about 50 minutes
after sunrise, and this time period should be most representative of when call count
indices are conducted.

3. Surveys should be conducted on “good” weather days. l.e., winds should not exceed 8
mph, generally clear and cloud cover should be less than 60%, little-to-no-fog, and not
raining.

4. The survey route can contain up to 15 points (per observer; more points on a route
would require extra personnel to complete during the 2 hour and 45 minute survey
period) and the entire route should be conducted on the same morning.

5. The route should be run from 1 to x (e.g., x=12 if 12 points) and 12 to 1 alternately each
week.



Summer Bobwhite Call Count Survey Protocol

Timing:

e Begin 15 minutes before sunrise and can be conducted up to 2.5 hours after sunrise
e Surveys should be conducted every week between the last 2 weeks in May through July.
The average count per point for the entire route each week is your weekly call count.

Surveys:

e After arriving at the point wait 1 minute before counting to account for any vehicle
disturbance.

e For 3 minutes count the number of individual male bobwhite heard whistling within
audible range.

e If possible, but not necessary with trained observers, mark approximate locations of
each bobwhite on a map to minimize double counting of the same individual (avoiding
double counting is very important)

e During the survey remember to rotate around to face all directions.

Survey Points:

e Points should be at least 0.5 miles apart to ensure independence between points.

e Choose good locations for listening, such as on top of a hill and use the same EXACT
point location each week. Also, try to minimize points that may have dense vegetation
around it that may reduce the observers hearing ability.



